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Somerset Press Releases: You can view all the Somerset County Council press 
releases for the last month using this link: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/newsroom/ 
 
Farleigh-Hungerford Mill Stream Bridge: towards the end of 2023, a Somerset 
Council bridge engineer inspected the bridge arches. I have contacted the Bridges 
team for an update, and not heard anything. I will chase this month.  
 
Wild Swimming in Farleigh Hungerford: the club is waiting to hear if their bathing 
water application was successful.  
 
Dangerous Horse Chestnut tree just off the A366 at Farleigh Hungerford: Rex 
Eastment mentioned at a parish council meeting that this tree is currently 
dangerous. After many back-and-forth emails with Somerset Council Arboriculture 
has agreed that the tree is the liability of the landowner not the Somerset Council. 
He also knows this is delicate issue but will issue an S154 notice for the landowner to 
carry out necessary works. 
 
Council’s Financial Position: As part of the Local Government Finance Settlement, 

the Government announced a 6.1% increase in Core Spending Power for Somerset 

Council. The provisional settlement is less than being forecast mainly due to 

reductions in Service Grant and New Homes Bonus but partially offset by a higher 

than forecast increase in Social Care Grant. In November, Somerset Council’s 

Executive declared a financial emergency with a projected budget gap of £100m for 

2024/25. The Council is currently inviting the public to have their say on finances and 

council services. The consultation is open to everyone and can be found 

at  www.somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/comms/budget-consultation-2024-2025/    

or can be completed in libraries across Somerset. The consultation closes on 22 

January. 

End of Charges for DIY Waste: Following a recent change of Government legislation 

current charges for disposing of construction and demolition materials including: 

asbestos, plasterboard, hardcore and rubble from household DIY projects have been 

removed. Each calendar month every household will be able to take up to eight, 50 

litre sacks (or equivalent 2m sheets of asbestos or plasterboard) free of charge to a 

recycling site over a maximum of four visits in a month. Households will need to pre-

book trips to dispose of this DIY waste, telling the council the amount of material 

they are disposing (up to 8×50 litre sacks per month) and the number of times they 
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will need to visit (up to four visits per month). Disposal of asbestos, plasterboard or 

hardcore/rubble in excess of the free allowance can be paid for online. 

Changes to waste collection days: Somerset Council recycling and rubbish collection 

days change for more than 120,000 households in western parts of the county in 

February. New collection routes are being introduced for homes in the former 

Sedgemoor and Somerset West and Taunton areas, as well as a small part of South 

Somerset. This means many homes in these areas will have a change in collection 

days from the week beginning Monday 12 February 2024. Changes will be made for 

the rest of the county later in the year. If a household’s collection days are changing, 

they will receive a letter in early January making this clear. This will be followed by a 

service guide – including a collection day calendar – arriving near the end of January.  

Health Research Grant: The National Institute for Health and Care Research has 

awarded Somerset £5m over five years to form a Health Determinants Research 

Collaboration – a new research partnership to improve health and reduce health 

inequalities across the county. Somerset’s HDRC, which is expected to launch in 

January 2024, will focus on the building blocks of good health such as housing, 

education, and the physical environment to tackle the root causes of health 

inequalities and wider deprivation. Through the programme, the council will involve 

communities in applying evidence about the building blocks of health to local 

decisions, and in doing new research where there is not enough evidence. 

School Appeals Panel Members: Somerset Council is looking for new volunteers to 

become Independent Panel Members for School Appeals. Independent Panels hear 

and decide on admission, exclusion and transport issues for maintained schools and 

Academy schools in Somerset. A panel meets when a parent or school lodges an 

appeal against a decision related to a child’s education. These panels are 

independent of Somerset Council and the governing bodies of the school. The Panels 

meet online so there is no need to travel, and applications are welcome from across 

Somerset. No qualifications are needed and full training is provided. For more 

information, and to apply, please visit: 

https://assemblevolunteers.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/50638-independent-

school-appeals-panels-member-2023-07-17  or email neil.milne@somerset.gov.uk 

Here's to a brilliant 2024! 
Best wishes, 

Dawn 
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