NORTON ST PHILIP PARISH COUNCIL

www.nortonstphilipparishcouncil.co.uk

Chair lan Hasell, 7 Monmouth Paddock, Norton St Philip, Somerset, BA2 7LA, ianhaselll@gmail.com
Clerk Nicola Duke, April Rise, 81 Studland Park, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 3HN, clerk@nortonstphilipparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on

Wednesday 8" October 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Old School Room, Farleigh Hungerford.

Present: ClIr Hasell (Chairman), Clir Hitchins, Clir Lund, Clir Curwen.

In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Somerset Councillor A Boyden and 2 members of the public.

Public Participation

Members of the public were invited to make representations to the Council on any matters relating to the
work of the Council or to raise any issues of concern:

A resident spoke to the plans to install bollards outside the Old Shop in NSP and informed members
that the SC County Roads department would provide the PC with details of up to 10 approved
contractors on request, in order to progress to quotation stage. The Clerk would submit the
request. The resident also referred to the persistent issue of fly tipping and the dumping of general
rubbish at Balls Lane, off the A36, asking that the PC consider providing support to try and resolve
this, perhaps by a potential closure of the lane to vehicles, subject to access for the farming
landowners. Cllr Boyden undertook to liaise with the appropriate officer at SC to ascertain the
process for putting together a case for a s249 application (to remove vehicular rights). The
Chairman would attend the site to take some supporting photographs and submit them with a
request for clearance works to be carried out. It was noted that SC would have a record of the
numerous instances of fly tipping in the lane. The resident lastly spoke to issues with the footpath
at the old Hungerford Arms and issues with access and the path being incorrectly listed on the
definitive map. It was agreed to seek a meeting with the relevant stakeholders to rediscuss these
issues and try and reach a solution.

A resident spoke to the levels of use at the Brownshutters Airfield, noting that some air craft came
in very low over the ground. Background was given as to enforcement issues which had not been
actioned by SC, now resulting in permission for the additional buildings on the site.

AGENDA ITEM

9141

Apologies for Absence
Clir Fox due to a prior commitment, accepted.
Cllr Murfitt due to a prior commitment, accepted.
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9142

Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate
ClIr Hitchins declared an interest in agenda item 9147a) as the Treasurer of the Church Mead

Committee.

9143

Minutes

a) The minutes of a Council Meeting held on 10* September 2025 were approved for
accuracy and adopted (proposed ClIr Curwen, seconded CllIr Lund).
b) To consider any matters arising from the above meetings (if any): None.

9144

Council Reports

e The Chairman made the following comments:

O

Members had received the circulated information from the Leader of the
Opposition at SC regarding the current emergency planning measures and
the Chairman restated his concern at the impact of these measures on the
democratic process (September minutes refer).

Asked Cllr Boyden to provide information in his report regarding SC’s budget
and the reports that £20m had been paid to consultants contracted to
‘balance the SC budget’.

Asked Cllr Boyden to provide information in his report on outstanding
enforcement issues at Farleigh House and Burlington Castle (September
minutes refer).

Drew Members attention to a document entitled ‘Minutes in Time 1894-
1999’ which had been passed to him by a previous Chairman. This had now
been scanned and would be made available on the website. Attention was
drawn to the reference regarding the Pound, with it being noted that this
land had not been acquired by the PC, but had been sold at auction with the
proviso that it continue to be used as a village pound. It was felt likely that
this had been bought by the owners of Church Cottage, although it did not
appear in the deeds.

Noted that members would be attending an informal meeting with a
developer on Monday 13" October to discuss a potential development off
Farleigh Road.

e Parish Clerk — No report.

e County Councillors; Dawn Denton had sent apologies for absence. Adam Boyden
gave his report, a copy of which would be provided and appended to the minutes.
In addition, the following comments were made:

o

Clir Boyden would check the budget figures referred to by the Chairman and
report back to the PC on the spending incurred with consultants and agency
staff at SC.

The emergency planning measures were due to be considered at the
Scrutiny Committee meeting scheduled for 23™ October 2025. Thus far the
backlog of applications had reduced from 1900 to 1400, which it was felt
was due in part to the emergency measures.
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o SChad issued a Planning Contravention Notice to Bath Rugby in September
and the information requested therein had now been received. Further
meetings were taking place and Cllr Boyden would keep members updated.

o Cllr Boyden had asked officers for an update regarding potential
enforcement at Burlington Castle as activities were being investigated. He
would provide the PC with an update once the investigation had concluded.

o Members queried the status of SC’s Call for Sites and it was confirmed that
the sites and appraisal reports would be published towards the end of 2025,
with the final policy report being due in April 2026. The preferred strategy
for the allocation of the additional housing required by central government
was reported to likely be a 4 tier approach, with allocations being made at
large towns initially, working down to the primary villages. Members noted
the pressure this could place on NSP, which had already well exceeded its
allocations.

e Other Reports:
o Palairet Hall - No report.

o Church Mead Committee — Clir Hitchins reported that plans for the annual
Fireworks were progressing well.

o Sustainable Norton St Philip — No report.

9145

Planning Applications
None.

To receive and consider planning applications received after the issue of the agenda (where
the response time falls outside of the meeting schedule and an extension cannot be obtained)
— None.

Tree Preservation Order

Members noted the response from SC re: the request for a TPO on the Tree Belt at the
Laverton Triangle in which the request was declined (September minutes refer, previously
circulated). It was noted that the officer had indicated that further contact on the matter
was welcome and the Clerk was asked to respond to clarify at what stage the tree belt might
be suitable for a TPO.

Bath and North East Somerset Council — Local Plan Consultation

Members noted that the Local Plan Options document had now been published and, subject
to Cabinet approval, public consultation would take place from Friday 3™ October to Friday
14" November 2025 (information previously circulated). The Chairman reported that B&NES
had a significantly higher proportionate allocation to meet than Somerset and had looked
to meet this requirement around the fringe of Bath and the Radstock, Midsomer Norton and
Keynsham areas. There were no allocations proposed for the villages between NSP and
Bath, which had not had any significant development for the previous 20 years. It was noted
that this could put additional pressure for housing in NSP. The Chairman and Clir Hitchins
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would prepare a response to the consultation along these lines. The draft consultation
comment would be circulated to members prior to submission.

9146

Financials (Reports previously circulated)

a) Council payments due as listed were approved (proposed Clir Hasell, seconded
Clir Lund).

b) Members received and noted the Bank Reconciliation Statement September
2025.

c¢) Members received and noted the Budget Report as at September 2025. The
Clerk reported that she would now move the capital allocations into the main
reserves (spreadsheet) and contact those organisations which had not yet
drawn down allocated grants. It was noted that, at the same time, the
application forms for funding in 2026-2027 would be sent out; the Chairman
reporting that he had asked the Clerk to inform organisations that the PC would
be undertaking a fundamental review of grant funding for the coming year.

d) Members received and noted the list of Council Reserves at as September 2025.

e) Members approved for release via bank payment the Pension Contributions to
date for the financial year 2025/2026 in the amount of £2,652.51 (previously
approved on a month by month basis) (proposed Clir Hasell, seconded Clir
Lund).

N Duke Expenses September 2025 £70.79
Gooding Accounts Payroll fee September £20.00

Devon and Somerset Pension Pension Fund September £378.93
HMRC PAYE/NI September 2025 £ 228.30
N Duke Balancing pay September 2025 | £ 15.21

M L Cleaning Dog bins September 2025 £ 350.00
Francis Taylor Building Additional advice JR £ 420.00

9147

Parish Council Projects
At this point ClIr Hitchins left the table.

a) Members noted the Expressions of Interest received to date pertaining to the draw
down of s106 funds held at Somerset Council and considered four Eol’s as listed:
a. Church Mead Committee re improvements to playgrounds and cricket nets
b. Local resident re village green improvements
c. Local resident re footpath improvements at Longmead Close
d. NSP Photo Club, Art Group and Textiles Group re moveable equipment
Members considered each Eol and agreed the following:
e The application from the Church Mead Committee was noted and it was
agreed that this met the criteria for funding. The Eol was therefore referred
to the November PC meeting for a final decision.
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e The application regarding footpath improvements at Longmead Close was
noted and members agreed that the proposals would likely be difficult to
progress as they involved land not owned by either the PC or SC. It was
noted that the application did not contain any costings and further
information would therefore be required. It was agreed to refer the Eol to
the November PC meeting for a final decision.

e The application relating to village green improvements was not felt to meet
the criteria for the s106 fund and the Clerk was asked to clarify this with SC
so that a final decision could be made in November.

e It was noted that SC had confirmed the bid for moveable equipment had
not met the criteria and this could not therefore be progressed via s106
funding. The PC agreed that the proposals had merit and would therefore
consider alternative funding from the PC at a future meeting.

At this point CliIr Hitchins re-joined the table.

b) Members considered the provision of additional defibrillators in the parish

(September minutes refer) and Clir Hitchins reported that he had not heard back
regarding potential funding from Band in the Barn. Following debate, members
resolved to allocate the sum of up to £3,050 from the in year capital project fund to
provide 3 defibrillators; at the Old School Room Farleigh Hungerford, the Palairet
Hall (external installation) and the Co-Op (proposed Clir Hasell, seconded CliIr Lund).
This was subject to the final detail as to the location for each unit, installation costs
and potential electricity costs.

Members considered the potential provision of Electric Vehicle Charging points
(September minutes refer) and the Chairman reported that he had established there
were no charging points in either of the village pubs. It was noted that there were
points available at the Farleigh Farm Shop. The Chairman would speak with the pub
landlady regarding the potential of installing EVCP’s in the car park at the Fleur de
Lys, which was felt to be the most suitable location.

9148

Traffic Action Group, Highways and Footpaths

In the absence of Clirs Fox and Murfitt, a member of TAG had provided a report, which is
appended to the minutes. Standing Orders were suspended in order to enable a resident to
address Council and the following comments were noted:

Concerns were expressed regarding deliveries at the Co-op, whereby lorries were
exceeding the maximum 26 tonne vehicles which had been agreed. It was also
noted that whilst Co-op trucks were parking in the approved delivery area, other
delivery vehicles were not always using the delivery bay provided.

The issue of increased pressure on availability of parking in Town End was reported
and Members were informed that a resident had suggested some further parking
could be provided on the piece of land fronting the Town End houses.

A weight and width limit restriction sign for Chevers Lane was suggested.

The damage to the pavement at North Street was noted, it being agreed this was
likely caused by long wheel based delivery vans coming into contact with the
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pavement when turning. It was agreed to report this to Somerset Council and
request reinstatement works to be carried out.
The other items raised would be referred to TAG for initial consideration.
Standing Orders were then reinstated.
9149 Neighbourhood Plan for Norton St Philip
Cllr Hitchins reported that he and the Chairman were attending a Teams meeting with
officers from Somerset Council on Friday 10'" October; this was to consider timescales and
the method for how an examiner would review the aspects of the Plan challenged in the
Judicial Review. A full file note of the meeting would be circulated to members after the
meeting.
9150 Correspondence
None.
9151 Parish News
The Chairman would prepare a general meeting update for inclusion in the next edition of
Parish News.
9152 Meeting schedule
Wednesday 12" November 2025 — The Palairet Hall, Norton St Philip.
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There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.48pm.




